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from it, let us consider simply the broad general
question, whether America, or beauty, or any
object besides God, can be properly said to be the
object of a religion at all.

All question's of this kind are no doubt partly
verbal; but whenever more is Involved in them
than the settling of a. terminology, what is
involved in them is some distinct matter of fact.
The matter of fact in the present case is as
follows. Religion, .says the author, is a state of
feeling, the principal object of which is, no doubt,
God; but God, he contends, is not its only object.
Now if it is worth his while to maintain this
position at all, he must mean that the feelings
excited by God, and the feelings excited by the
other objects he speaks of, are, as a fact, identical
in their most important points. The whole
question at issue is, what are these points of
identity and what is their importance ? The
author, let us remember, is addressing himself to
men who have been accustomed to identify
religion with supernaturalism, and he invites
them to analyse what this religion really means
to them. Part of his arguments they will 110
doubt admit are sound. They will quite agree
with him that of what they mean by religion the